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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form FTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CD Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2005081 1 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,322 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3682 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because on page 4 lines 1 0-1 5, a description of the 
rivet 4 is given, which states that the outer diameter is slightly larger than the inner 
diameters of the holes 11,21, and 31 . It is unclear how the parts can be assembled 
from the description. On page 4 lines 19-25, the fastener 5 is described as being 
pressed into the holes 31 , 21 , and 1 1 . The fastener 5 does not contact the holes the 
rivet 4 contacts the holes and the fastener is threaded into the rivet. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Campagnolo (US 6,364,799) in view of Bauman (US 5,376,055). 

Campagnolo discloses a chain connecting device comprising a roller (I) having a 
hole at a center thereof (see Fig 4); a pair of inner chain plates (G) pivotally connected 
to said roller (see Fig 4), each inner chain plate comprising a pair of holes (see Fig 4); a 
pair of outer chain plates (A) pivotally connected to outer edges of said inner chain 
plates (see Fig 4), each outer chain plate comprising a pair of holes (see Fig 4); a rivet 
(5) inserted through said holes of said roller, said inner chain plates and said outer 
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chain plates (see Fig 4) said rivet further comprising a tab at another end (unnumbered, 
see Fig 4), further comprising a fastener (12), said hole of each outer chain plate 
comprising an enlarged section on an outer edge (see Fig 4). 

Campagnolo does not disclose the rivet having a blind hole with inner threads at 
one end and the fastener comprising a shank with threads and a tab on the end 
opposing said shank. 

Baumen teaches the use of a rivet (64) having a blind hole (see Fig 9) with inner 
threads (70) at one end and a fastener (60) comprising a shank (66) with threads and a 
tab (76) on the end opposing the shank. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a rivet having a blind hole with inner threads at one end 
and a fastener comprising a shank with threads and a tab on the end opposing said 
shank in the chain of Campagnolo as taught by Bauman in order to ease assembly. 

Re claim 4, Baumen shows said tab of said fastener comprises cross cut (see 
Fig 8A). 

Re claim 5, the method of making a device is not germane to the patentability of 
the device itself. 

Re claim 6, Baumen shows, said rivet comprises a reduced section at one end 
(see Fig 10). 
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4. Claims 1 , 2, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Campagnolo (US 6,364,799) in view of Kammerer (US 2,780,830). 

Campagnolo discloses a chain connecting device comprising a roller (I) having a 
hole at a center thereof (see Fig 4); a pair of inner chain plates (G) pivotally connected 
to said roller (see Fig 4), each inner chain plate comprising a pair of holes (see Fig 4); a 
pair of outer chain plates (A) pivotally connected to outer edges of said inner chain 
plates (see Fig 4), each outer chain plate comprising a pair of holes (see Fig 4); a rivet 
(5) inserted through said holes of said roller, said inner chain plates and said outer 
chain plates (see Fig 4) said rivet further comprising a tab at another end (unnumbered, 
see Fig 4), further comprising a fastener (12), said hole of each outer chain plate 
comprising an enlarged section on an outer edge (see Fig 4). 

Campagnolo does not disclose the rivet having a blind hole with inner threads at 
one end and the fastener comprising a shank with threads and a tab on the end 
opposing said shank. 

Kammerer teaches the use of a rivet (10) having a blind hole (see Fig 2) with 
inner threads (27) at one end and a fastener (28) comprising a shank (see Fig 2) with 
threads and a tab (29) on the end opposing the shank. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a rivet having a blind hole with inner threads at one end 
and a fastener comprising a shank with threads and a tab on the end opposing said 
shank in the chain of Campagnolo as taught by Kammerer in order to ease assembly. 
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Re claim 2, Kammerer shows the blind hole of the rivet is formed in a reversed 
cone shape (see Fig 2). 

Re claim 5, the method of making a device is not germane to the patentability of 
the device itself. 

Re claim 6, Kammerer shows, said rivet comprises a reduced section (35) at one 
end (see Fig 1). 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Campagnolo (US 6,364,799) in view of Bauman (US 5,376,055) as applied to claims 1 
and 4-6 are above, and further in view of Wesner (US 4,154,276). 

Campagnolo discloses a chain as described above, but does not disclose are the 
threads of the shank of the fastener applied with antiskid material. 

Wesner teaches the use of threads of the shank (1 ) of the fastener applied with 
antiskid material (4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include antiskid material on the fastener of Campagnolo as 
taught by Wesner in order to ease assembly. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Campagnolo (US 6,364,799) in view of Kammerer (US 2,780,830) as applied to claims 
1,2,5, and 6 are above, and further in view of Wesner (US 4,1 54,276). 

Campagnolo discloses a chain as described above, but does not disclose are the 
threads of the shank of the fastener applied with antiskid material. 
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Wesner teaches the use of threads of the shank (1 ) of the fastener applied with 
antiskid material (4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include antiskid material on the fastener of Campagnolo as 
taught by Wesner in order to ease assembly. 

Conclusion 

'l. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



CH 614374 


Braun 


(antiskid material) 


5,151,066 


Wu 


(chain) 


5,425,679 


Utz 


(screw) 


4,378,719 


Burgess 


(screw) 


5,224,904 


Ono et al 


(chain) 


5,465,568 


Wang 


(chain) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Bucci can be reached on (571) 272-7099. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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